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for the tuition off your taxes, and everybody
can get at least 2 years of education after high
school.’’ Will you help me build that kind of
bridge to the 21st century? [Applause]

The second thing I want to do is to say that
we ought to have a deduction for the cost of
college tuition up to $10,000 a year for any
college cost—4 years of undergraduate, grad-
uate, you name it—for kids or adults no matter
what age. That will help us build a stronger
country. Will you help me build that bridge
to the 21st century? [Applause]

And finally, we propose to make more Ameri-
cans—American families with family incomes of
up to $100,000 eligible to save through IRA’s,
and then let families withdraw from those IRA’s
to pay the cost of college or a health emergency
or for a first-time home downpayment without
any tax penalty, so that people can do more
to save for their own college. If you save the
money without tax payments and you can get
a deduction for investing it, we will literally
never tax the money people save for their own
college education or their children’s college edu-
cation. It would be the best investment this
country ever made. And we can do it and still
balance the budget in the right way. Will you
help me do that? [Applause]

Folks, I look at this community, I look at
this school, I remember everything I’ve read
about it. I saw that Air Force colonel bragging
on you. I know you sent student volunteers to
work in the White House. I think of all the
things you have done and built here, and it
looks to me like a pretty good picture of what
America ought to be like as we start the 21st
century.

And I say to you that 7 weeks from today
the American people will elect the last President
of the 20th century and the first President of
the 21st century. But far more important, the
American people will decide whether we’re
going to be a country that says, ‘‘It takes a
village to raise a child and a community to build
a school,’’ or ‘‘You’re on your own,’’ whether
we’re going to be a country that says, ‘‘We
should try to build a bridge to a distant past,’’
or ‘‘No, thank you, we’re going to build a bridge
to a bright new future.’’

If you want to build a bridge to that bright
new future, if you want us all to go over it
together, if you believe we have an obligation
to help one another make the most of our own
lives and you like where we’ve come from com-
pared to where we were, I hope that you will
stand fast for education, for opportunity for
every single American, and for working to build
that bridge that we can all walk across together
because our best days are still ahead.

Thank you, and God bless you all. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:56 p.m. at
Homewood-Flossmoor High School. In his re-
marks, he referred to Laura Murray, super-
intendent, Homewood-Flossmoor Community
School District; Anthony Moriarty, principal, and
Brendan Cumisky, student body president,
Homewood-Flossmoor High School; Ronald
Blackstone, president, Homewood-Flossmoor
Community Board of Education; and Col. Robert
E. Bailey, USAF, Vice Commander, 928th Airlift
Wing.

Letter to Speaker of the House of Representatives Newt Gingrich on
Legislation To Prohibit Possession of Firearms by Domestic Violence
Offenders
September 17, 1996

Dear Mr. Speaker:
I am pleased that you have now joined me

in supporting legislation to prohibit domestic vi-
olence offenders from obtaining firearms. No
one who has committed an act of domestic vio-
lence against a spouse or child should be able
to possess a firearm.

As you know, Senator Lautenberg and Rep-
resentative Torricelli have introduced legislation
that would achieve this objective. The Senate
passed the Lautenberg bill for the second time
last week by an overwhelming and bipartisan
vote of 97–2. It is now time for the House
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to act on the Torricelli bill and join the Senate
in supporting this bipartisan effort.

There were 88,500 incidents of domestic vio-
lence where a firearm was present in 1994. I
signed the Brady Law in 1993 and to date it
has prevented over 60,000 felons, fugitives and
others from buying handguns. My 1994 Crime
Bill included the historic Violence Against
Women Act, which made it a crime for stalkers
and harassers under restraining orders to carry
a gun. That provision is beginning to take
hold—in Kentucky alone, over 300 stalkers and
harassers were prohibited from buying firearms
in one year. The legislation that you now sup-
port will build upon these important provisions.

I welcome your support and determination
to complete this job. Protecting innocent women
and children from deadly domestic violence is
too important to let anything stand in the way.
Bringing this bill to a vote in the House is
an important step. But we must see it through
to the end. Send it to me for my signature
without further delay before Congress adjourns
so that keeping guns out of the hands of all
domestic violence offenders becomes the law
of the land.

Sincerely,

BILL CLINTON

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on September 18.

Remarks Announcing the Establishment of the Grand Staircase-Escalante
National Monument at Grand Canyon National Park, Arizona
September 18, 1996

Thank you very much, ladies and gentlemen.
Thank you for being here and for being in such
good spirits. Thank you, God, for letting the
Sun come out. This is a sunny day—we ought
to have a sunny day for a sunny day.

Thank you, Rob Arnberger, for the work you
do here at Grand Canyon National Park and
for your participation; to all of our distinguished
guests. I want to say a special word of thanks
to my good friend Governor Roy Romer from
Colorado. And thank you, Secretary Bruce Bab-
bitt, for your long, consistent, devoted efforts
on behalf of America’s natural heritage.

I also want to thank the Harvey High School
choir and the students and the faculty from the
Grand Canyon Unified School who are here.
Where are you all? Thank you. I think this
ought to qualify as an excused absence—[laugh-
ter]—or maybe even a field trip.

I want to thank all of our tribal leaders who
are here and, indeed, all of the Native Ameri-
cans who are here. We are following in your
footsteps and honoring your ethic today.

I want to say a special word of thanks to
my longtime friend Norma Matheson. Norma
and her late husband, Scott, became great
friends of Hillary’s and mine when we served
together as Governors. After Scott passed away,
Norma honored me by asking me to come to

Utah to speak at a dinner in his honor for a
foundation set up in his memory. I never was
with Scott Matheson, I never even talked to
him on the phone that I did not feel I was
in the presence of a great man. Both of them
are truly wonderful human beings. And I am
very grateful for her presence here today and
for her commitment.

And finally, I want to thank, more strongly
than I can ever convey to you, the Vice Presi-
dent for his passion, his commitment, his vision,
and his sheer knowledge of environmental and
natural heritage issues. It has become a treasure
for the United States, and I have mined it fre-
quently for 4 years.

I remember when I was trying to decide what
sort of person I wanted to ask to run with me
for Vice President, and I made up my mind
I wanted somebody who was smarter than I
was—that left a large field to pick from—[laugh-
ter]—someone who was philosophically in tune
with me, someone who would work like crazy,
and someone who knew things I didn’t know.
And I read ‘‘Earth in the Balance,’’ and I real-
ized it was a profoundly important book by
someone who knew things I wanted to learn.
And we have learned a lot and done a lot to-
gether over the last 4 years. Very few things
we have done will have a more positive, lasting
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